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Annual  ^Report,  ‘1950 


To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors 
of  the  Corporation  of  Behington. 


VoCR  LaiUE:..  and  GKNriAuMER, 

the  mutual  decision  of  the  Bebington  Council  and  the 
Cheshire  County  Council  1 have  the  opportunity  iut  my  Annual 
Report  for  1950  of  again  presenting  a complete  record,  of  the  work 
of  my  Department  both  for  the  Borough  and  for  the  Bebington 
Health  Division  of  the.  County.  As  for  1949,  this  Report  deals  in 
the  first  section  with  birth  ana  death  statistics,  infectious  diseases 
and  the  general  environmental  sanitation  of  the  Borough,,  and:  in 
the  second  section  with  the  work  of  the  Maternity  .and  Child  Wel- 
fare services  and  the  Home  Anrsing,  immunisation,  Domestic 
Help,  After-Care  and  Ambulance  services. 

Population,  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 

The  population  at  mid-year  1950  showed  a slight  decrease  on 
that  for  1949,  namely,  from  47,300  to  47,1150,  although  i under- 
stand that  the  census  taken  in  April  1951  proviued  a total  of  47,74-1  • 

The  general  birth-rate  of  the  Borough  is  slightly  lower  thuii 
for  1949,  namely,  15.0  per  thousand  population  as  against  15.3,  ani 
is  1. 1 less  than  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole,  compared  with 
1.7  less  for  1949.  i still  consider,  as  i said  in  my  last  Annual 
Report,  that  the  lower  birth-rate  for  Bebington  demonstrates  a 
lively  interest  amongst  Bebington  parents  in  the  future  of  their 
children,  having  regard  to  the  rocketing  rise  in  the  cost  of  living, 
including  the  high  rents  of  new  hou.ses.  It  would  seem,  where  no 
increase  in  the  family  is  likely,  that  authority  should  be  used  to 
transfer  the  tenants  of  under- populated  houses  to  smaller  dwellings, 
if  such  can  be  provided.  One  would  think  that  the  Council  would 
have  public  opinion  behind  them  in  using  available  powers  to  this 
end.  Harsh  though  such  .a  policy  might  seem  to  be,  the  cost  to 
young  families  of  getting  a home  together  to-day,  with  prices  as 
they  are,  is  literally  staggering,  and  the  older’ houses  at  the  lower 
rents  would  be  am  appreciable  aid. 
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The  death  fate  of ’the  Borough  at  9.7  per  thousand  population 
is  .2  less  than  for  1949,  1.9  less  than  for  the  country  as  a whole, 
and  2.6  less  than  for  the  larger  towns.  The  preponderance  of  5.3 
births  over  deaths  per  thousand  population  is  virtually  the  same  as 
for  1949. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  decrease  in  infantile  niortalit^^  (under  one  year)  is  ver}' 
encouraging. This  mortalit3^  rate  of  26.2  per  thousand  live  births  for 
Bebington  is  our  lowest  on  record.  Between  the  3'ears  1922  and  1941 
it  varied  from  48.0  to  62.6.  In  1942  it  dropped  to  28.0,  but  it  reached 

again  in  1943,  and  varied  between  that  figure  and  33.9  until 
1949.  Further,  this  \^ear  is  onh'  the  second  occasion  when  Bebing- 
ton may  congratulate  itself  on  having  a lower  infantile  death  rate 
than  that  for  the  rest  of  the  countrv',  nameh^,  26.2  as  against  29.8. 
For  the  greater  towns  the  rate  is  33. 8,  and  for  the  smaller  towns 
29.4.  The. Council  will,  I am  confident,  wish  me  to  e.xtend  a com- 
pliment to  the  Clinic  and  Health  Visiting  services  in  the  Borough, 
as  it  is  only  through  this  form  of  enlightenment  in  the  looking  .after 
01  children  that  such  figures  can  be  arrived  at. 

The  premature  births  are  still  high,  namehs  eight,  three  of 
which  I would  define  as  being  involved  in  poor  and  overcrowded 
living  conditions. 

Causes  of  Death. 

It  will  be  noted  in  the  Report  on  page  12  that  I give  particulars 
of  certain  deaths  .according  to  1113'  records  in  addition  to  those  sup- 
plied to  me  by  the  Registrar  General.  This  is  due  to  a new  form  of 
columnisation  used  by  the  Registrar  General  as  showing  what  he 
considers  more  definite  terms  for  causes  of  death.  In  three  cases  I 
am  of  the  opinion  that  the  Registrar  General’s  new  columnisation 
has  closed  the  door  to  some  particularis.ation  ; for  example  : deaths 
from  prematurit\3  deaths  from  neo-natal  causes  and  deaths  from 
birth  accidents,  all  shown  in  detail  on  page  12,  and  which  pre- 
viously had  been  defined  in  the  Registrar  General’s  analysis.  I 
have  been  in  touch  with  colleagues  who  have  experienced  the  same 
difficulty,  and  I have  also  taken  up  these  alterations  in  columnisa- 
tion and  causes  of  death  with  the  Registrar  General. 

Other  “ causes  of  death  ” call  for  no  comment  except  in  the 
case  of  tuberculosis,  which  number  is  less  than  half  the  rate  for 
1949  and  is  recorded  as  .23  per  thousand  population  against  .36  for 
the  countrv  as  a whole,  but  this  rate  does  not  mean  that  tubercu- 
losis in  the  Borough  is  on  the  decline.  Notifications  continue  to 
ome  in  at  the  rate  of  one  a week. 
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Infectious  Diseases. 

The  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  doubled  in  1950 
as  compared  with  1949,  the  increase  being  caused  by  the  expected 
measles  epdemic  'in  alternate  years,  a 50  per  cent,  increase  in 
Whooping  Cough,  no  cases  having  been  immunised  according  to 
records,  and  105  cases  of  dysentery  and  food  poisoning,  which 
subject  I deal  with  separately  under  “ Food  Poisoning.” 

Statistics  on  Tuberculosis  are  shown  on  page  14,  and  a report 
is  given  on  page  37  of  the  County  Council  repor^  to  which  I may 
add  that  the  vaccinating  of  children  with  b.c.g.  against  tubercu- 
losis is  now  in  full  swing  so  far  as  concerns  the  infants  of  tubercu- 
lous parents,  and  is  being  administered  by  the  Chest  Physician. 

I hope  in  the  near  future  to  have  more  particular  information 
as  regards  children  being  presented  for  b.c.g.  vaccination,  as  it  is 
now  agreed  that  Health  Visitors  may  be  trained  in  the  application 
of  the  tests  necessary  to  determine  whether  or  not  a child  is  suit- 
able for  b.c.g.  vaccination.  The  Health  Visitors  chosen  will  work 
in  direct  collaboration  with  the  Chest  Physician,  and  the  necessary 
records  will  thus  be  at  my  disposal.  We  are  fortunate  in  this 
Borough  in  having  two  of  our  present  Flealth  Visitors  particularly 

experienced  and  certificated  in  this  work. 

% 

Food  Poisoning. 

In  July  1950  a death  occurred  in  the  Borough  as  a result  of  the 
combined  infections  Salmonella  typhimurium  and  B.  Dysentery 
Sonne,  the  cause  of  which  was  not  definitely  traced,  but  which,  with 
later  cases  of  infection,  was  considered  to  be  connected  with  a 
butcher’e  shop,  the  van  driver  of  which  was  found  to  be  a carrier  of 
typhimiurium.  From  October  onwards  the  'Department  had  to 
concentrate  on  the  investigation  of  a serious  outbreak  of  food  pois- 
oning as  notifications  came  in  from  general  practitioners,  both  for 
“ dysentery  ” and  “ food  poisoning,”  86  in  all.  The  work  done' 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  appointed  as  Food  Inspector  in  the  pre- 
vious year  by  the  Council  demonstrated  the  wisdom  of  the  appoint- 
ment to  the  full,  as  for  many  w^eeks  this  oflicial  was  occupied 
entirely  on  the  investigation  of  this  outbreak,  and,  through  the  good 
offices  of  the  Chairman,  was  allowed  transport  for  the  pwiod  of  the 
epidemic,  the  results  of  which  investigation  could  not  have  been 
obtained  otherwise.  Specimens  were  obtained  not  onlv  of  the  cases 
notified,  but  also  of  other  members  of  the  families  concerned,  and 
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where  possible  samples  of  food  were  collecled  from  the  shops  in- 
volved. Five  hundred  visits  and  re-visits  were  made,  and  of  the  86 
eases  notified,  27  were  conhnned  by  bacteriological  analysis.  By 
the  most  assiduous  follow-up  of  all  clues,  49  additional  suspected 
cases  were  found,  and  of  these  49  cases  25  were  confirmed  by 
analysis. 

The  outbreak  was  divided  into  two  groups  of  infection,  namely, 
B.  Dysentery  Sonne,  which  was  widespread  throughout  the 
Borough,  having  no  common  origin,  and  Salmonella  typhimurium, 
which  was  confined  to  the  Bebington  and  Xew  Ferry  districts. 

Infected  persons  were  isolated  from  school  or  employment  and 
were  instructed  on  all  necessary  precautions  to  be  taken  both  at 
home  and  in  public  places.  Most  energetic  steps  were  taken  by  my 
Department  to  prevent  any  clashing  between  the  two  tvpes  of  infec- 
tion, it  being  constantly  before  us  that  the  fatality  which  occurred 
in  July  was  caused  by  the  double  infection.  During  this  outbreak 
two  cases  of  typhimurum  having  no  .symptoms  of  illness  were  per- 
suaded to  enter  Clatterbridge  Hospital  for  treatment,  which  there 
can  be  no  doubt  prevented  the  spread  of  this  more  serious  infection 
throughout  the  Borough. 

Many  severe  cases  were  found  who  had  no  obvious  symptoms 
and  who  had  consequently  not  been  notified  by  general  practition- 
ers, but  when  specimens  taken  were  analysed,  positive  infection  was 
diagnosed,  the  conclusion  of  which  is  that  a.  number  of  people  are 
carriers  of  either  dysentery  or  typhimurium. 

Finally  it  may  be  said  that  the  closest  co-operation  was  exer- 
cised between  the  Department,  Clatterbridge  Hospital,  the  general 
practitioners,  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  the  tradesmen,  and 
the  public. 

Water  Supply. 

Regarding  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough  of  Bebington, 
upon  which  I have  been  instructed  to  report  b_v  the  Ministry  of 
Health,  I have  collaborated  with  C.  Hardman,  Esq.,  M.Inst.C.E., 
Engineer  to  the  West  Cheshire  W,ater  Board,  and  we  are  in  mutual 
agreement  with  the  following  report: 

The  water  is  supplied  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board 
from  three  sources,  i.e.,  Prenton,  Hooton  and  Mouldsworth,  and  is 
obtained  by  pumping  from  deep  wells,  bores  and  adits  through  the 
installation  of  steam  and  electrically-driven  machinery. 
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The  No.  6 bore-hole  at  Hooton  has  been  in  continuous  service 
since  June  25th,  1948,  and  b\-  means  of  temporarv  pumping  plants, 
an  average  of  about  860,000  gallons  of  water  per  day  have  been 
obtained  from  this  new  bore. 

A further  borehole  (No.  7)  has  now  been  sunk  to  a depth  of 

1.000  feet  below  ground  line,  and  boring  operations  have  been  com- 
pleted. Water  from  this  bore  was  first  pumped  to  distribution  on 
4th  June,  1950,  and  the  present  average  daily  quantity  is  about 

1.120.000  gallons.  The  average  combined  yield  of  No.  6 and  No.  7 
bores  (with  present  machinery)  is  about  1,900,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  water  from  the  three  pumping  stations  contains  much 
lime,  and  the  following  remarks  are  similar  to  those  contained  in 
my  report  for  1949,  as  so  far  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  has 
not  been  able,  owing  to  present  conditions,  to  revert  to  its  pre-war 
softening  standards,  i.e.,  13.5  p.p.  100,000  before  it  is  distributed. 
At  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth  sterilisation  b^'  chloramination  is 
carried  out ; at  Hooton  continuous  sterilisation  by  simple  chlorina- 
tion is  carried  out.  At  present  the  water  is  softened  from  about 
30.5  to  25.5  p.p.  100,000,  but  the  Board  intend  to  resume  full-scale 
softening  operations  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

The  pH  reaction  from  our  source  of  supply  continues  to  remain 
within  the  limits  on  an  average  of  7 to  7.5  and  is  non-plumbo  sol- 
vent. The  samples  from  the  various  sources  are  bright  in  appear- 
ance, most  .frequently  neutral  in  reaction,  and  free  from  iron  .and 
other  metals,  with  the  exception  of  the  supply  from  Mouldsworth 
Pumping  Station  which  shows  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  All  three 
sources  produce  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  the  public 
supply  purposes. 

Twenty-four  witnessed  and  certified  analyses  were  submitted 
by  the  West  Cheshire  Wa,ter  Board  to  my  department  during  the 
year  1950. 

During  the  year  1950  no  independent  .analyses  of  water  have 
been  made  by  this  Council  of  samples  provided  by  the  West 
Cheshire  Water  Board. 
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Care  of  the  Aged. 

As  an  addcMidum  to  my  report  to  the  County  on  page  38,  I 
would  say  that  the  Health  Visitors  continue  to  look  after  the 
interests  of  the  aged  and  infirm  and  to  provide  information  which 
is  available  to  voluntary  services  in  the  Borough  wishing  to  be  of 
help  in  welfare  work.  B'or  example,  at  the  time  of  going  to  press 
the  Soroptimist  Club  of  Bebington  is  this  summer  again  providing 
a free  chiropody  service  to  old  age  pensioners;  and  the' W.V.S., 
with  the  aid  of  a financial  grant  from  the  Council,  are  providing  a 
hundred  cheap  meals  during  four  days  a week  to  old  age  pensioners 
and  others.  Thanks  are  due  to  the  Sarsfield  Trust  through  the 
Committee  of  the  late  Bebington  District  Nursina  Association  for 
the  gift  of  the  purchase  price  of  the  necessary  h;^genic  canisters 
and  containers,  which  equipment  is  at  full  capacity  use. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Health  Com^ 
mittee  and  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  support,  and  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  the  loyal  co-operation  of  my  staff. 

I am.  Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  6.  MACDONALD, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Plvmyard, 

Eastham. 

September,  1951. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF. 


Medical  Olficer  of  Health  ; D.  C).  Macdonald,  M.B.,Ch.B..D.P.H. , 

R.C.P.S.  (Edin),  R.F.P.S.  (Ediu.  and  (lias.} 
Chief  Sanitarv  Inspector:  It.  Vh  Ckai’PUR,  F.R.S.I.,  F.S.I.A., 

'M.LP.H.  and  H. 

Deputy  Chief  Sanitai'y  Inspector:  A.  DaviDvSON. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  : T.  Towns'ON,  E.  Caines,  \V.  Farr, 

J.  Goodwin. 

One  Van  Driver/Drain  Tester/Disinfector. 

Two  Ratcatchers. 


Clerical  Staff. 

Chief  Clerk:  Aliss  E.  M.  Glidewell. 

Four  Shorthand  Typists.  One  Telephonist. 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  (in  .acres)  ...  • 12,244 

Estimated  Resident  Population  (mid-iQ5o) 47A50 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1950)  

Rateable  Value  (eud  of  1950)  £375A~7 

Product  of  a Penny  Rate  (estiiuated) £1,520 


Births  and  Deaths,  1950. 


Number  of  Registered  Live  Births  : — ■ 

Male. 

Female. 

Total 

Legitimate  

...  319  ., 

354  •• 

• 673 

Illegitimate 

9 .. 

5 •• 

14 

Total 

...  328  .. 

••  359  •• 

. 687 

Number  of  Still  Births  : — 

Male. 

F'emale. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

II 

12 

23 

Illegitimate 

I 

— 

I 

Total 

12  .. 

12 

, 24 

Total  Number  of  Births  (Li 

ve  and  Still) 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

340 

371 

711 

10 


Total  Number  of  Deaths  : — 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

241  ...  219  ...  460 

Deaths  from  : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  — 

Other  Maternal  Causes  ...  1 

Premature  Birth  8 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  — 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  — 

Measles  i 

Whooping  Cough  — 

Acute  Polioiiiyelities  i 

Scarlet  Fever  — 

Diphtheria  — 

Tuberculosis  (pulmonary)  ii 

Tuberculosis  (non-pulmonary)  — 

Syphilitic  Diseases  — 

Heart  Diseases  140 

Cancer  '81 

Food  Poisoning  i 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 6 

All  other  Accidents ii 

Suicide  7 


Deaths  under  i year  : — 


Male. 

I'eniale. 

Total 

Legitimate  

10 

8 .. 

18 

Illegitimate 

— 

— . 

— 

10 

8 . 

..  18 

Birth  Rates  and  Death  Rates,  1950. 


148  Smaller 

England 

126  C.B.  & 

Towns  (Pop 

Bebington. 

and 

Gt.  Towns 

25-50,000 

Wales'. 

bnc. London) . 

1931  Census. 

Births  (per  i,ooo  civilian  population)  : — 

Stillbirths  0.51  ... 

0.37  .. 

0.45  ... 

0.38 

Live  Births  ...  14.5 

15-8  .. 

17.6  ... 

16.7 

Deaths  (per  1,000  civilian  population)  : — 

All  Causes  ...  9.7 

II. 6 .. 

12.3  ... 

II. 6 

Pneumonia  ...  0.27  ... 

0.46  .. 

0.49  ... 

0.45 

Whooping  Cough  0.00  ... 

o.oi  .. 

O.OI  ... 

O.OI 

Diphtheria  ...  0.00  ... 

0.00  .. 

0.00  ... 

0.00 

Influenza  ...  0.05  ... 

O.IO  .. 

0.09  ... 

0.10 

Tuberculosis  ...  0.23  ... 

0.36  .. 

0.42  ... 

0.33 

Acute  Poliomyeliti.s  o.oi  ... 

0.02  .. 

0.02  ... 

0.02 

II 


' 148  Smaller 

England  126  C.B.  & Towns  (Pop. 
Bebington.  and  Gl.  Towns  25-50,000 
Wales.  (inc.Eondon) . 1931  Census. 

Deaths  (per  i,ooo  live  births)  ; — 


Under  i year  of  age  26.2  . 

■. . 29.8  ... 

3L8 

...  29.4 

From  Diarrhoea  & 
Enteritis  under  2 

years  of  age  ...  o.oS  . 

Deaths  (per  1,000  total  births) 

1 

0 . 2 

1.6 

Maternal  Mortality  i- 

England 

Bebington. 

and  Wales. 

Abortion  with  Sepsis 

0.00 

0.09 

Other  Abortion  

0.00 

0.05 

Complication  of  Pregnancy... 

0.00 

0-54 

Sepsis  of  childbirth  and  the 

puerperium  

0.00 

... 

0.03 

Other  complications  of  the 

puerperium  

1.4 

0.15 

1.4 

0.86 

Death  Date  oii  iutants  under  1 

year  (Bebington). 

All  infants  per  1,000  Total  Live  Births  ... 



26.2 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Total  Live  Legitimate 

Comparative  Rates, 

Births..  26.6 

Per  1 ,000  Population  : — 

Bebington 

Bebiugroi: 

1 England  and 

1949. 

1950. 

Wales,  1950. 

Birth  Rate — Live  Births 

. 14.9  ... 

14-5 

...  15.8 

Death  Rate  

.,  9.9  ... 

9-7 

II. 6 

Per  1 ,000  Births  : — 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  

• 33-9 

26.2 

...  29.8 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

. 2.8  ... 

1.4 

0.86 

12’ 


Causes  of  Death. 


(a)  Based  on  Registrar-General’s  Short  List  of  Causes  of  Death. 


All  Causes. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

6 

5 

11 

2.  Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

— 

4.  Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

1 

— 

1 

8.  Measles 

1 

— 

1 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

3 

2 

5 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach 

9 

9 

18 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

6 

2 

8 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

11 

11 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

4 

4 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

23 

17 

40 

15.  Leukaemia.  Aleukaemia 

— 

— 

— 

16.  Diabetes 

1 

3 

4 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System 

20 

42 

62 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  angina 

32 

19 

51 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ... 

8 

10 

18 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease  ... 

39 

32 

71 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  ... 

9 

4 

13 

22.  Influenza 

1 

2 

3 

23.  Pneumonia 

8 

5 

13 

24.  Bronchitis 

14 

2 

16 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System... 

2 

— 

2 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum 

4 

— 

4 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ... 

3 

2 

5 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

4 

4 

8 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

2 

— 

2 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

— 

1 

1 

31.  Congenital  Malformations 

1 

3 

4 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill— defined  Diseases 

28 

32 

60 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents 

5 

1 

6 

34.  All  other  Accidents  ... 

7 

4 

11 

35.  Suicide 

5 

2 

7 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  ... 

Total  ... 

242 

218 

460 

(b) 


Extracted  from  Local  Registrar’s  Weekly  Returns. 
(Reference  Column  31  above) . 


1.  Premature  Birth 

2.  Congenital  Malforma- 

tions, birth  injury,  in- 
fantile disease  


Male.  Female.  Total. 

6 ...  2 ...  8 


4 


6 


10 


13 


Table  of  Rebinf^ton  Infantile  Mortality 

(Under  one  }^ear) . 


Rate  per  i,ooo  births. 


1935  

o^ 

JO 

bo 

1943 

62.8 

1936  

50.0 

1944 

42.0 

1937  

49.0 

1945 

49-0 

1938  

40.0 

1946 

51-0 

1939  

43-5 

1947 

51-3 

1940  ... 

67.2 

1948 

...  45-5 

1941  

62.6 

1949 

33-9 

1942  

28.0 

1950 

26.2 

England  and  Wales 

1950 

...  29.8 

The  total  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  during 
the  twelve  months  of  1950  was  18.  Of  these,  15  were  neo-natal 
deaths,  which  were  distributed  as  follows  : — 

Neo=Natal  Deaths.  (Under  one  month). 


Pyloric  stenosis  i 

Cerebral  haemorrhage  i 

Atelectasis  i 

Congenital  hydrocephalus  1 

Prematurity  8 

Pneumonia  (Broncho  or  Lobar) 2 

Icterus  gravis  i 


15 

The  other  three  deaths  were  caused  as  follows  : — 

Pneumonia  ...  i 

Interventricular  septum  i 

Septicaemia  (Staph.)  i 
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Tuberculosis. 


(a)  New  Cases  and  Mortality  notified  during  1950. 


Age  Periods 


Years 
0 
1 
5 
15 
25 
35 
45 
55 

65  and  upwards 
Age  not  known  .. 


NEW  CASES 


! Non- 

Respiratory  I Respiratory 


DEATHS 


1 

5 

7 

1 

2 

3 


r.  I M. 


— ’ 2 
15  — 

6 — 

2 1 

9 


I Non- 

Respiratory  ! Respiratory 


1 — 

4 : — 

1 — 

— I 

1 2 

— 1 

— i 2 


2 ! — 

z ! z 

1 — 

2 — 


Total 


19 


25 


5 — 


44 


10 


11 


54 


11 


(b)  Sanatorium  Treatment  during  1950. 


Sanatorium. 

Admissions. 

Discharges.  Remaining. 

Aintree  Hospital  

3 

2 

I 

Barrowniore  Hall  

...  2 

1 

2 

Market  Drayton  

11 

8 

9 

Clatterbridge  General  Hosp. 

I 

I 

— 

Cleaver  Hospital  

13 

13 

6 

Leasowe  Hospital  

I 

I 

— 

Frodsham  

I 

I 

I 

VVrenbury  Hall 

— 

3 

— 

32 

. 30 

19 

(c)  Total  Dive 

Register  at  June,  1951. 

Respiratory  Cases  

328 

(June  1950, 

310) 

Non-Respiratory  Cases 

71 

June  1950 

75) 

399 


385 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases,  1950. 

(a)  Total  cases  (excluding  Tuberculosis), . 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Total  Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Scarlet  Fever 

55 

1 

27  i 

Diphtheria  ... 

4* 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

1 

1 

Pneumonia — Acute  Primary 

15 

6 

Acute  Influenzal 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  ... 

9 

3 1 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

5 

5 1 

Measles 

798 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

155| 

1 I 

Paratyphoid 

1 

1 

Meningitis  .... 

3 

3 ' 

Typhoid 

2 

2 ! 

Dysentery 

36 

2 i 

Food  Poisoning 

69 

1 j 

Total 

1,154 

56 

* Of  these  4 cases  i was  confirmed  by  hospital  diagnosis. 

No  immunisation  record. 

t Of  these  155  cases  none  had  been  immunised  according  to  records. 


(b)  Ward  Distribution. 


Disease 

Hr.  Bebington 

Woodhey 

Bebington 

New  Ferry 

Park 

j Sunlight 

1 

' N.  Bromborough 

1 

[ S.  Bromborough 

j Eastham 

"Vt 

0 

0 

- i 

J 

< 

H 

0 

H 

Scarlet  Fever 

11 

3 

13 

3 

1 

3 

6 

10 

5 

55 

Diphtheria 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

■ 

— 

4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

4 

6 

1 

16 

Erysipelas 

2 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

9 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

5 

Typhoid 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



2 

Paratyphoid  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Measles 

83 

4! 

263 

95 

4 

49 

28 

127 

86 

22 

798 

Whooping  Cough 

18 

4 

36 

31 

— 

8 

6 

19 

23 

10 

.155 

Meningitis 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Dysentery 

7 

4 

5 

0 

— 

— 

1 

10 

— 

7 

36 

Ford  Poisoning 

11 

15 

32 

5 

1 

5 

69 

Totals  . 

135 

54 

338 

168 

5 

67 

43 

181 

121 

42 

1154 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 

Mr.  E.  V.  Crapper,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  is  responsible 
for  the  following  reports  on  the  Sanitary  Inspection  of  this  area 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 


Number  of  and  Nature  of 
Inspections  made 


Dwellinghouses  Inspected 

Do.  Re-inspected 
Overcrowding 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 
Courts,  Passages  ... 

House  Drainage  ... 

Dustbins 
Cesspools 

Ditches,  Watercourses 
Offensive  Accumulations 
Keeping  of  Animals 
Slaughterhouses  . . . 

Butchers’  Shops  . . . 

Grocers’  do 
Ice  Cream  Premises 
Wet  Fish  Shops 
Fried  Fish  Shops 
Greengrocers  & Fruiterers 
Confectioners 
Cafes,  Canteen,  Kitchens 
Bakehouses 
Other  Food  Premises 
Food  Premises  Re-inspections 
Piggeries 
Dairies 
Cowsheds 
Milk  Sampling 
Ice  Cream  Sampling 
Washing-up  Water  Sampling 
Beer  Sampling 
Factories,  Mechanical  Power 
Do  Without  Power 
Workplaces... 

Offensive  Trades  ... 

Smoke  Observations 
Public  Schools 
Private  Schools 
Places  of  Entertainment 
Public  Conveniences 
Licensed  Premises... 
Infectious  Disease  Inquiries 
Do.  Revisits 
Food  Poisoning  Inquiries 
do  Revisits  . 

Verminous  Premises 
Miscellaneous 
Appointments  outside  Office 

Totals  ... 


o 

ja 

IT) 

<T) 

■4J 

G 

u 

CO 

•o 

•o 

O 

C 

SH  ■ 

a 

-M 

o 

g 

O 

c 

3 

B 

o 

cd 

Vi 

H 

(/) 

u 

o 

817 

459 



420 



2248 

— 

48 

854 

— 

— 

25.5 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

124 

50 

5 

29 

56 



1178 

179 

14 

131 

168 

— 

646 

232 

7 

210 

70 

— 

172 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

43 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

94 

15 

296 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— — 





—— 



79 

21 

— 

7 

14 

— 

8? 

34 

— 

13 

21 

— 

71 

18 

— 

1 

17 

— 

11 

7 

— 

1 

6 

— 

10 

4 

— 

— 

4 



25 

23 

— 

2 

2l 

— 

17 

10 

— 

3 

7 

— 

64 

35 

— 

2 

33 

— 

18 

7 

— 

— 

7 

49 

163 

8 

— 

3 

5 

— 

86 

39 

4 

8 

— 

— 

8 

— 

132 











103 

29 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40 

43 

2 

— 

— 

4 

— 

16 

10 

8 

14 

15 
2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

64 

22 

— 

1 

21 

— 

165 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

187 

— 

— 

— 



— 

209 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

404 

— 

— 

— 



— 

422 

411 

208 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9143 

1124 

75 

761 

887 

— 

Legal 

Proceedings 
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Overcrowding. 

There  were  86  overcrowding  cases  known  to  this  Department  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  but  these  only  refer  to  statutory  overci'owding 
which  in  ever^v  case  is  serious  because  of  its  low  standard. 

32  cases  of  overcrowing  were  abated  as  follows  : — 

16  Rehoused  by  Corporation. 

9 Rehoused  by  Private  Owners. 

7 Left  the  district. 

Of  the  86  cases  of  overcrowding  that  involved  48’,  persons  ; — 
In  22  instances  overcrowding  existed  by  i an  equivalent  adult 

involving  93  persons. 


i 

29 

>> 

99 

99 

99 

I M 

9 9 

135 

) ) 

9 

15 

99 

9 9 

9 9 

99 

iL, 

9 9 

102 

) 

9 

II 

99 

9} 

9 9 

9 9 

0 

^ 99 

9 9 

50 

99 

9 

5 

99 

9 9 

99 

9 9 

'7  \ 

^'299 

9 9 

49 

99 

3 

99 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

3 99 

9 9 

25 

99 

9 

2 

99 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

3h, 

99 

10 

99 

9 

I 

}9 

99 

9 9 

9 9 

4 99 

99 

II 

99 

9 

1 

99 

9 9 

9 9 

9 9 

6 „ 

9 9 

8 

9 9 

Housing  Repairs. 

For  the  last  few  years  I have  referred  to  the  increasing  accu- 
mulation of  small  and  minor  defects  in  household  property.  These 
are  becoming  more  nurnerous,  and  lack  of  maintenance  is  causing 
unnecessary  deterioration.  The  sanitary  inspectors  find  it  neces- 
sary to  make  far  more  revisits  to  elfect  repairs  than  was  once  the 
rule,  and  this  materially  interferes  with  other  routine  visits. 

Courts  and  Passages. 

These  are  regularly  visited  and  defects  found  notified  to  the 
Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  if  .idopted  passages,  or  dealt  with 
by  notices  if  privately  owned. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

There  are  still  5 Privies,  50  Pail  Closets,  39  Earth  Closets  and 
9 Chemical  Closets,  in  addition  to  the  chemical  closets  provided  for 
the  use  of  huts  in  camps. 

There  were  2 pail  closets  converted  into  water  closets  during 
the  year. 

Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

One  application  was  received  for  a certificate  under  the  Increase 
of  Rent,  Mortgage  Interest  (Restrictions)  Acts. 

House  Drainage. 

2 '^6  Smoke  Tests  were  applied  to  house  drains,  most  of  these 
being  in  consequence  of  sanitnrv  notices  or  following  reconstruction 
or  repair  work.  117  Drains  were  rodded  and  114  plunged. 


:is 

Disinfection . . • ' v ^ » 1 1 ■ < 

283  Beds  were  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease, 

^335  Other  articles  were  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease. 

122  Rooms  were  disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease.  • 

75  Library  Books  were  disinfected  .after  Infectious  Disease. 
(The  above  includes  bedding,  etc.,  from  Ellesmere  Port). 
Disinfestation. 

Rooms  treated  for  vermin  465 

Beds  treated  for  vermin 37 

Other  articles  disinfested  85 

Cesspools. 

There  are  270  houses  drained  to  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  and 
these  installations  .are  regularly  visited. 

Public  Schools. 

These  are  regularly  visited  and  defects  notified  to  the  appro- 
priate authorities. 

Private  Schools. 

These  .are  visited  at  regular  intervals,  no  notices  being  neces- 
sary during  the  t'ear  under  review. 

Meat  inspection,  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  following  statistics  refer  to  animals  killed  at  the  slaughter- 
house which  serves  the  districts  of  Bebingtoii,  Hoylake,  Ellesmere 
Port,  Neston  .and  Wii^ral. 

A — whole  carcases  condemned. 

B — carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was  condemned. 

C — percentage  of  number  affected  with  (.a)  T.B.,  (b)  diseases 
other  than  T.B. 


Cattle 

e.Kcludiiig 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sbeep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Total. 

Number  killed  

...  3061 

2094 

1180 

16920 

401 

23656 

.Vnle-morleni  int'iieclioii 
iliuling  supervi.sion 
humane  slaughter 

in- 

of 

...  3061 

2094 

1 1 So 

16920 

401 

23656 

Notice  of  Slaughter  received  3061 

2094 

11  So 

16920 

401 

23656 

Casualties  

0 

23 

7 

8 

44 

84 

Post-mortem  inspection 

...  3061 

2094 

1180 

16920 

401 

23656 

Tuberculosis. 

A 

9 

58 

5 

I 

73 

B 

535 

.911 

I 

— 

34 

1481 

C (a) 

...  I4-II  % 

46-15  % 

•50  "L 

— 8. 

.72%  6.56  % 

All  Diseases  except  T 

A 

.|{. 

2 

•1 

13 

28 

3 

50 

B 

...  17.12 

1287 

3 

i'6q9 

49 

4780 

C (b) 

• ••  56-97  % 

6i..i(->  % 

1-35  L 

10.2  i°A 

12.96  %20.4  % 
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The  high  incidence  of  T.B.  is  an  indication  of  the  need  for 
more  stringent  methods  in  the  elimination  of  this  disease  from  dairy 
cattle  and  the  improvement  in  the  housing  of  dairy  cattle. 

Meat  transport  in  this  area  is  now  carried  on  in  a more  hygienic 
manner,  and  no  instance  of  contaiuinaton  was  noted  during  the 
year.  The  vehicles  provided  are  up-to-date  and  the  personnel  in- 
structed in  food  hygiene. 

Condemned  Food. 

The  following  food  has  been  found  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion by  sanitary  inspectors  either  in  their  routine  visits  or  follow- 
ing requests  from  retailers  : — 


29  tins  Fruit. 

318  tins  Milk. 

7 tins  Beans. 

48  tins  P'ish. 

20  bags  Carrots. 

38  tins  Meat. 

18  tins  Peas. 

112  tins  Soup. 

35  tins  Tometti. 

32  tins  Spaghetti. 

9 tins  Marmalade. 

30  tins  Corned  Beef. 

I tin  Rabbit. 

36  tins  Vegetables. 

1 Chicken. 

142  bottles  Mayonnaise. 

1 Christmas  Pudding. 

69  ios.  Bacon. 

20  lbs.  Smoked  Bacon. 

lbs.  Butter. 

5 pkts.  Bisto. 

228  lbs.  Pigs  Trotters. 

7 tins  Orange  Juice. 

60  tins  Mussels. 

4 pkts.  Wheatabix. 

45  pkts.  Junket  Powder. 

2 bottles  Vinegar. 

2 bottles  Chutne}". 

I bottle  Sandwich  Spiead. 

20  jars  Pickled  Walnuts. 

13  bags  Potatoes.  , 

75  bottles  Pickled  Onioii.s. 

97  bottles  Sauce. 

24  bottles  Cough  Linctns. 

48  pkts-  Pudding  Ali.xture. 

4 bottles  Olives. 

2 tins  Milk  Pudding. 

12  lbs.  Hake. 

4 dozen  Cabbage. 

In  addition  the  following  home 

killed  bovine  offals  were  con- 

demned  as  unfit  for  human  consuinpi 

lion  : — 

12  ox  heads. 

30  ox  melts. 

5 o.K  skirts. 

1 ox  heart. 

io 


Food  Premises. 

There  are : — 

38  Butchers  15  P'ried  P'ish  vShops. 

34  Dairies  and  Milk  Retailers  97  Ice-cream  Retailers 

92  Grocers  and  General  Stores.  42  Greengrocers 

20  Bakehouses  20  Wet  h'ish  Shops. 

39  Confectioners.  44  Licensed  Premises 

90  Cafes,  Canteens  and  Kitchens 

78  Miscellaneous  (Sweets,  Oif  Licences,  etc.) 
on  the  Register  of  P'ood  Premises. 

These  are  kept  under  supervision  so  far  as  time  permits,  d he 
production  of  food  under  hygienic  conditions  is  of  paramount  im- 
portance, and  it  is  only  by  frequent  vsits  that  the  need  for  strict 
cleanliness  in  every  aspect  of  food  handling  can  be  emphasised. 
From  long  experience  I stress  the  value  of  “ elbow  grease  ” and 
good  old-fashioned  cleanliness  as  of  far  greater  importance  than 
expensive  plant  and  sterilization. 

At  the  end  of  last  year  the  Council  decided  to  appoint  one  extra 
Sanitary  Inspector  to  enable  the  department  to  give  more  time  to 
the  hygiene  of  food  premises  and  handlers,  and  this  officer  has 
proved  the  value  of  concentration  on  this  work ; much  of  which  is 
recorded  later  in  this  report.  Unfortunately  an  outbreak  of  Dysen- 
tery kept  him  away  from  his  routine  duties  for  the  last  two  months 
of  the  year. 

From  the  ist  March,  1950,  to  the  31st  October,  1950,  when  the 
special  inspector  appointed  was  engaged  for  the  remainder  of  the 
year  on  food  poisoning,  391  food  premises  received  a detailed  and 
thorough  visit;  this  shows  a percentage  of  64.20  of  the  total 
premises. 

Improvements. 

Following  advice  and/or  notices  served,  the  following  improve- 
ments in  food  premises  have  been  effected  : — 

6 New  water  heaters  provided,  t New  Glazed  Sink  provided. 

2 New  Butchers  Cleaving  Blocks  provided. 

2 New  Fish  preparation  blocks  pi'ovided. 

I New  Tiled  Urinal  provided.  t shop  floor  renewed. 

I storeroom  floor  renewed.  ’ 1 shop  ceiling  renewed. 

I Bakehouse  table  renewed. 

5 Ice-cream  utensils  being  sterilized  with  detergent  between 
serving. 

T Detergent  used  in  washing-up  water. 

I Commercial  rinse  used  in  the  washing  of  beer  glasses. 

1 Refrigerator  installed  in  a Grocer’s  Shop. 

As  an  indication  of  the  co-operation  of  food  retailers  it  is  inter- 
eport  that  one  female  emplovee  in  a shop  was  dismissed 
g to  wash  her  hands  when  required  to  do  so. 
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Licensed  Premises. 

There  .are  2'S  licensed  public  houses  and  i6  clubs  on  the  depart- 
ment’s register.  64  visits  were  made  and  22  notices  served  in 
reference  to  defects  or  breaches  of  the  Food  and  Drug  Acts.  Imme- 
diate attention  was  always  given  to  such  notices. 

Two  licensed  houses  were  provided  with  up-to-date  sanitary 
conveniences,  separate  for  both  se.xes,  following  the  issue  of  notices. 

74  samples  of  beer  were  taken,  and  all  were  found  to  be  free 
from  pathogenic  organisms. 

Glass  w, ashing  continues  to  improve,  but  lip-stick  is  a definite 
handicap  to  the  licensee  and  an  objection  to  other  customers,  for 
during  bus^’  periods  and  without  up-to-date  methods  of  cleansing, 
such  contamination  of  glasses  is  bound  to  occur,  and  one  w-onders 
how  long  we  will  remain  complacent  and  accept  this  unnecessary^ 
and  revolting  spread  of  cheap  daub  from  a miscellaneous  number  of 
feminine  lips — at  the  moment  the  only  protection  for  the  male  is 
the  use  of  pint  glasses.  Our  food  byelaws  might,  with  advantage, 
give  licensees  the  right  to  refuse  customers  who  have  such  little 
regard  for  other  users  ; in  the  meantime.  Brewery  Companies  are 
extending  the  use  of  mechanical  glass  washers  and  detergents,  and 
realising  the  more  common  use  of  licensed  premises  by  both  sexes, 
we  may,  by  a more  hygienic  method  of  cleansing,  protect  the  drink- 
ing public  from  the  doubtful  quality  of  the  cosmeticised  contamin- 
ants, some  of  which  have,  quite  possibly,  recently  left  infected  lips. 

Milk  Production. 

As  in  other  types  of  food  production,  cleanliness  is  the  most 
important  factor  in  milk  handling  and  distribution,  and  every  effort 
is  being  made  b\'  sampling  and  inspections  to  ensure  a clean  disease 
free  commodity. 

From  a structural  point  of  view  the  cowsheds  of  this  area  are 
satisfactory.  Much  work  was  done  before  production  passed  over  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and  years  of  patient 
work  had  placed  these  buildings  on  a high  standard.  It  now  re- 
mains for  the  personal  element  to  do  its  share. 

Milk  Samples. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  samples  of  milk  con- 
firmed by  inoculation  tests  to  be  infected  with  T.B. 

P'or  1950 : — 

No.  T.n.  % T.B. 

Raw  Ungraded  g ...  i ...  ii°i  % 

Accredited  6 ...  ,3*  ...  50  % 

T.T.  (Farm  Bottled) 7 ...  2*  ...  28.s7i°a 

» In  tliese  .s  cases  of  confiniied  T.B.  sani|)les  it  slumid  he  noted  that  all 's 
samples  vvere  injected  into  the  one  guinea  pig,  which  died  of  T.B. 


The  following  table  shoM^s  the  result  of  milk  sampling  so  far 
as  the  presence  of  T.B.  is  concerned  over  the  past  20  years  : — 


Raw  Ungraded 

Accredited  

T.T.  

T.  T.  (Farm  Bottled) 
Pasteurised 


No.  T.B.  % T.b. 

...  1235  ...  62  ...  5.20  % 

...  1626  ...108  ...  6.64% 

...  97  ...  — ...  — 

...  94  •••  — — 

...  41  ...  _ ...  _ 


Pasteurised  milk  is  not  now  sampled  for  the  presence  of  T.B. , 
but  milk  sold  as  pasturised  is  continuously  checked  to  satisfy  the 
tests  for  efficient  pasteurisation,  and  these  tests,  known  as  phos- 
phatase tests,  gave  the  followitig  results,  together  with  the  bacteri- 
ological results  : — 


Milk  Retailers  ... 

Schools  

Hospitals 


No.  Bacteriological  Phosphatase 


Taken. 

Passed. 

Failed. 

Passed. 

Failed 

97 

•••  93 

4 •• 

• 97 

— 

51 

•••  45 

6 .. 

• 49 

2 

8 

...  7 

1 

. 8 

— 

Dairies. 

There  are  still  a few  dairks  wiihout  means  of  steam  sterilisa- 
ion,  but  it  is  noteworthy  that  their  sample  results  do  not  differ 
to  their  disadvantage  from  those  with  up-to-date  equipment.  Strict 
attention  to  cleanliness  in.  every  respect  has  achieved  more  than 
the  purchase  of  expensive  plant.  One  would  like  to  see  means  of 
steam  sterilisation  available  at  every  dairy,  but  not  to  the  exclusion 
of  personal  effort.  There  have  been  occasions  when  steam  sterili- 
zation has  been  carried  out  without  efficient  cleansing  of  bottles 
and  uitsatisfactory  results  have  followed. 

Ice-cream. 

90  samples  of  ice-cream  were  taken  during  the  year  with  the 
following  results  : — 

78  Grade  I.  Satisfactor\\ 

5 Grade  II.  Satisfactor\'. 

7 Grade  III.  Unsatisfactory’. 

All  unsatisfactory  results  are  investigated,  and  re-sampling 
followed  up. 
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Washing=up  Water. 


The  following  table  relates  to  samples  of  washing-up  water, 


etc.,  taken  during  the  year: — 

I'ailed  Failed 

I'ailed 

Failed 

Tv|x;  of  Sample.  NumL>er 

Faecal 

Non 

Staph 

Plate 

Taken 

B.  Coli 

Irnecal 

Aureut 

Count 

Tap  water  

35  • 

I 

. 

..  — 

...  — 

Sink  water  before  use  ... 

31  ■ 

..  5 ... 

4 • 

..  — 

...  24 

Sink  water  after  use 
Swabs  : — 

37  • 

..  12  ... 

10  . 

, . — 

...  27 

Cleaned  Cup  

4 • 

..  ... 

— . 

. . — 

...  — 

Cleaned  Fork  

4 • 

I 

— . 

I 

...  — 

Cleaned  Knife  

4 • 

. . 

— . 

..  — 

...  — 

Cleaned  Spoon  

4 • 

. ... 

— . 

. — 

...  — 

Sink  before  washing-up 

4 ■ 

2 

1 

..  — 

...  

Used  drying  towel  ... 

4 ■ 

I 

2 . 

..  — 

...  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Swimming  Baths. 

127 

22 

17 

I 

52 

16  samples  of  water  w 

ere  taken  from  the 

New  Ferry  vSwimming 

Baths  in  the  year.  All 

were  found  free  from  B. 

Coli, 

but  four 

samples  taken  in  September  showed  a high  plate  count  (540,200, 
250  and  Uncountable  at  37  degrees  Centigrade  for  2 days). 

Inspections  of  dressing  rooms  and  sanitary  accommodation 
were  made  during  the  swimming  season. 

Food  Poisoning  Enquiries  and  Sampling. 

During  the  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  the  following  samples 
were  taken  : — 

539  faeces. 

200  urine. 

Of  these  79  were  found  positive  to  dysentery  and 
12  „ ,,  ,,  ,,  typhimurium. 

During  the  enquiries  84  samples  of  suspected  food  were  taken. 
Of  these  i was  found  to  contain  typhimurium  (Savoury  Duck). 

I „ ,,  ,,  ,,  staphlyococci  (Ham) . 

I ,,  ,,  „ ,,  staphlvococci  aud  streotococci 

(Milk) . 

In  regard  to  the  last  two,  the  patient’s  mother’s  throat,  which  was 
.sore,  was  swabbed  and  found  to  contain  staphylococci. 

In  regard  to  the  case  of  typhimurium,  i rat  and  2 mice  found 
on  food  premi.ses  were  sent  for  bacteriological  examination,  but  no 
pathogenic  organisms  were  isolated.  ■ 


H 


Mortuary  Accommodation, 

The  Couiicirs  two  mortuaries  are  cleansed  by  workmen  of  the 
Health  Department.  They  are  always  maiiiLaiiied  in  a condition  lit 
for  immediate  use,  either  for  the  I'eception  of  bodies  or  holding 
post-mortem  examinations.  No  complaints  have  been  received  from 
either  the  doctors  using  the  mortuaries  or  the  police. 


SHOPS  ACTS  1912=1934, 

YOUNG  PERSONS  EMPLOYMENT  ACT,  1938, 

The  Chief  Sanitar3'  Inspector,  who  is  also  Chief  Inspector 
under  the  Shops  Act,  igi2  to  1934,  reports  .as  follows  : — 

The  administration  of  the  Shops  Acts  is  divided  under  these 
headings  : — 

Responsibility  of  local  authority  as  Shops  Act  Authority — 
Hours  of  employment  of  young  persons. 

Facilities  for  meals  and  provision  of  seats  for  fem.ales. 
Hours  of  closing,  weekly  half-da\’. 

Sunday  trading,  etc. 

Provision  of  washing  facilities  and  light. 

Responsibility  of  local  authorit3/  as  Local  Sanitarv'  Authority — 
Provision  of  sanitary  accommodation,  ventilation  and  tem- 
perature. 

During  the  \^ear  the  following  notices  were  served  : — 

Failure  to  maintain  sufficient  ventilation  2 

„ ,,  provide  sufficient  temperature  4 

„ ,,  provide  and  maintain  washing  facilities 20 

,,  ,,  provide  and  maintain  sanitarv  conveniences  ...  47 

„ ,,  provide  adequate  lighting 1 

Warnings  were  given  in  regard  to  the  following  offences  : — 


1912  Act, 

Failure  to  exhibit  Ixalf-holiday  notices 47 

,,  ,,  grant  half-holida3’  1 

,,  „ provide  seats  for  females  4 

„ „ exhibit  mixed  business  notices 3 

1928  Act, 

Shops  open  after  closing  hours  6 

Customers  warned  for  aiding  and  abetting i 
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1934  Act. 

Failure  to  record  hours  of  employment  of  young  persons...  i 


Sunday  Trading. 

Record  of  employment  not  kept  

Failure  to  exhibit  mixed  business  notices  ... 

Shops  open  on  Sunday  contrary  to  Act 

Warning  to  customers  for  aiding  and  abetting 
Failure  to  exhibit  notices  re  hours  of  opening 


1 
8 

3 

2 

15 


The  Gowers  Report  on  the  Shops  Act  has  indicated  a return  to 
proper  supervision.  These  are  duties  which  are  not  appreciated  by 
the  many  critics  of  its  execution,  but  it  is  my  experience  that  the 
proper  administration  of  the  many  and  varied  regulations  is  a bene- 
ficial social  service,  ensuring  reasonable  working  conditions  for 
staffs,  and  preventing  unfair  competition  by  the  few  shop-keepers 
who  compel  constant  attention  from  Inspectors. 


A regular  patrol  of  the  district  does  more  good  than  any  other 
measure  to  cause  compliance  with  closing  orders,  with  the  occas- 
ional prosecution  of  persistent  offenders. 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 

Particulars  of  Inspections  and  Defects  found 
and  remedied  during  1950 


1. — Inspections  for  the  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors). 


I Number 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec- 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3 and  4 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

19 

14 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  to 
which  Section  7 applies  : — 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local  Author- 
ity Transfer  of  Enforcement 
Order  1938)  

93 

39 

5 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 
7 is  enforced  by  the  Local  Au- 
thority excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

28 

3 

2 

_ 

140 

.56 

15 

— 
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2. — Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found  : — 


Particulars 

(1) 

Number  of  Cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted 

(6) 

Found 
. (2) 

Reme- 

diel 

(3) 

Referred 

To  H.M. 
Insp. 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Insp. 

(5) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l.) 

2 

2 







Overcrowding  (S.2.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

— 

— 

— 



— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4.) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors(S.6.) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7.) 

(a)  Insufficient 

3 

3 

2 

2 

— 

{b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  ... 

9 

9 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— ^ 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

(not  including  offences  relating 

to  outworkers  ... 



— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

15 

15 

2 

2 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act  : — 

Outwork 


Section  110 

Nature  of  Work 

Number  of 
Outworkers 

Number  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending  lists 
to  Council 

Number  of 
Prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

Wearing  Apparel  (Making) 

3 

— 

— 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Upon  being  aware  of  rat  or  mouse  infestation,  informal  notices 
are  served  upon  occupiers  informing  them  that  they  are  under  an 
obligation  to  rid  their  premises  of  rats  or  mice,  but  that  the  local 
authority  will  carry  out  the  necessary  work  if  they  wish  to  enter 
into  an  agreement. 

Methods  of  Control. 

Poisoning  was  found  to  be  the  quickest  and  most  effeclive 
method  of  killing  rats,  and  85  to  90  per  cent,  kill  on  first  treatment 
was  obtained. 

Bait  of  sausage  rusk  with  poison  of  zinc  phosphide  was  found 
most  effective,  but  where  poison  with  phosphorus  had  already  been 
used,  we  found  it  was  advisable  to  change  to  arsenic.  Hole  baiting, 
container  baiting,  and  surface  baiting  were  all  used  with  good 

results. 
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The  following  statistics  indicate  the  work  carried  out : — 

Supervisory 

Major  Minor  Visits 
Reservoir.  Primary.  Secondary,  by  S.I-’s. 


Inspections. 


By  Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  — ...  — ...  335  ...  — ^ 

By  Rat  Catchers — ...  — ...  196  ...  — 


Revisits. 

By  Sanitary  Inspectors  ...  — ...  — ...  288  ...  — 

By  Rat  Catchers — ...  30  ...  3991  ...  — 

Supervisory  visits  by  Sanit- 
ary Inspectors  — ...  — ...  — ...  76 


30  4810  76 


No.  of  complaints  

106 

No.  of  complaints  investigated  

106 

Type  of  Visit  Made. 

Dwellinghouses  

286S 

Factories  and  Workplaces  

213 

Cafes  and  Canteens  

68 

Offices  

5 

Shops  

471 

Schools  

311 

Tips  and  Non-Agricultural  Land 

279 

Sewage  Works  

166 

Places  of  Entertainment  

91 

Camps  

46 

Piggeries  

80 

Hospitals  and  Nursery  Clinics  

105 

Farms  and  Market  Gardens 

139 

Licensed  Premises  

74 

• 

4,916 

No.  of  estimates  provided  

TOO 

No.  of  contracts  signed  

95 

Estimated  No.  of  rats  found  durine  1950  ... 

2242 

E.stimated  No.  of  rats  killed  during  iQ.so  ... 

2994 

oq  Contracts  for  /135  i8s.  od. 


The  excess  number  of  rodents  ‘ killed’  over  ‘ found  ’ is  ex- 
plained by  the  fact  that  the  estimated  number  does  not  coincide 
with  the  time  period  of  the  kill,  e.g.,  a number  of  killed  in  January 
would  be  included  in  the  previous  December’s  estimates. 
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Sewer  Treatment. 

Following  on  a preliminary  lo  per  cent,  examination  of  man- 
holes in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Agriculture  requirements,  the 
following  areas  received  a minimum  approved  treatment  under  the 
supervision  of  this  department  and  the  Divisional  Ministry  Inspec- 
tor. It  was  found  that  the  following  position  existed 

Prebaiting  for  2 days.  Poison  baiting. 

4 No.  of  man-  Complete  Partial  Complete  Partial 


holes  treated 

takes 

takes 

takes 

takes 

New  Ferry 

23  ... 

6 ... 

2 ... 

— ... 

6 

Port  Sunlight  . 

12 

— ... 

— . . .- 

— ... 

— 

Lr.  Bebington  . 

15  ... 

— ... 

— ... 

— .. . 

— 

Hr.  Bebington  . 

24  ... 

6 ... 

3 ••• 

... 

9 

Eastham 

16  ... 

3 ••• 

2 ... 

— 

4 

Total  ... 

90  ... 

15  ... 

7 

— 

19 
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Annual  Report,  1950 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  annual  report  upon  the  work-' 
ing  of  the  Bebington  Divisional  Health  Committee  for  the  3^ear 
1950.  This  report  has  been  prepared  in  collaboration  with  the 
Clerk. 


For  convenience  of  lay-out  I deal  with  the  various  duties- 
assigned  to  the  Committee  by  vSections  22  to  29  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1944,  b\'  separate  headings,  namely  : — 

Section  22 — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

Section  23 — Midwifery"  Service. 

Section  24 — Health  Visiting  Services. 

Section  25 — Home  Nursing  Service. 

Section  26 — Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Service. 

Section  27 — Ambulance  Service.  ■ 

Section  28 — Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care  (T.B., 
Sick  and  Aged,  Mental). 

Section  29 — Domestic  Help  Service. 

The  duties  imposed  by  the  .above  quoted  Sections  have  been 
assigned  to  three  Sub-Committees  set  up  by  your  Committee  for 
this  purpose,  with  the  object  of  dealing  in  somewhat  greater  detail 
with  the  day  to  day  administratve  problems  than  would  otherwise 
be  possible.  These  Sub-Committees,  whose  recommendations  are 
submitted  to  the  main  Committee  for  approval,  continue  to  prove 
their  worth  and  have  been  of  great  assistance;  Their  constitution 
and  duties  are  as  follows  : — 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare, 

Home  Nursing  and  Domestic  Help 
Sub-Committee  : 

Chairman  .and  Deputy  Chairman 
ex-officio  and  five  members. 

Ambulance  Services  Sub-Committee 
Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman 
ex-officio  and  five  members. 

T.B.  After-Care,  Aged  and  Mental 
Health  Sub-Committee ; 

Chairman  and  Deputy  Chairman 
ex-officio  .and  six  members. 


All  matters  arising  from 
Sections  22,  23,  24,  25, 
26  and  29. 


Matters  arising 
from  Section  27. 


Matters  arising 
I from  Section  28- 


J 
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Section  22 — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

The  Sub-Committee  set  up  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  this 
Section  of  the  work  is  concerned  especially  with  the  Day  Nurseries, 
their  maintenance  and  equipment,  feeding,  stalling  arrangements 
and  general  welfare.  Particular  care  is  paid  to  the  requirements  of 
working  mothers  regarding  the  disposition  of  their  children  in  the 
Nurseries  in  order  that  the  industrial  needs  of  the  respective  dis- 
tricts may  be  served.  Average  attendances  were  roughly  the  same 
as  in  1949,  namely,  70  per  cent,  at  the  New  Ferry  Nursery  and  60 
per  cent,  at  the  Bromborough  Nursery. 

Ante-natal  and  post-natal  mothers’  clinics  have  been  continued, 
together  with  the  other  specialist  clinics  for  young  children,  and 


the  following  statistics  are  submitted  : — • 

A.  Day  Nurseries  : 

^ Average  daily  Total 

attendances.  attendances. 

New  Ferry  o — 2 age  group  ...  7.7  ...  2,330 

New  Ferry  2 — 5 age  group  ...  25.2  ...  7.654 

Bromborough  o — 2 age  group  ...  5.3  ...  1,621 

Bromborough  2 — 5 age  group...  22.4  ...  6,817 


18,422 


B.  Mothers’  Clinics  : 

Sessions.  New  Cases.  Total 


attending 

Ante-natal  

98 

239 

1349 

Post-natal  

II 

59 

...  64 

C.  Young  Children’s  Welfare  Clinics: 

To  I year  

270 

510 

...  8^,77 

1—5  years  ...  

88 

2661 

(2,846  children  seen  by  Doctor). 

D.  Specialist  Clinics  : 

Orthopaedic  

25 

114 

• 314 

Ophthalmic  

11 

39 

123 

(Referred  to  hospital — >8) 
(Spectacles  ordered — 11) 

60 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat : 

10 

3^ 

(Referred  to  hospital — 3) 

Sun  Ray  

Speech  Therapy : 

64 

182 

1660 

...  258 

New  Ferry 

51 

M 

Plymyard,  Eastham  ... 

95  , ••• 

9 

336 

E.  Foods.  Purchased,  /i,322  i6s.  8d,  Sold,  ;£t,6o4  14s.  od, 
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Section  23 — Midwifery  Service.  •>’ 

The  number  of  midvvives  serving  the  Division  was  redueed 
from  live  to  four  and,  including  births  notified  from  hospitals  and 
nursing  homes,  .a  total  of  715  births  was  notified  during  1950 — 
males  -^41,  females  '^74.  The  births  took  place  as  follows: — 


Clatterbridge  Hospital  250 

Heathfield  Maternity  Home  ...  204 

Private  Nursing  Home  2 

At  home  (attended  by  District  Midwives) 165 

Outside  the  Borough  94 


715 

Of  the  165  mothers  whose  confinements  took  place  in  their 
homes,  4^  were  attended  by  Horae  Helps  provided  by  the  dopart- 
ment  under  Section  29. 

Section  24 — Health  Visiting.  , 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  a Senior  Health  Visitor,  six  assist- 
ant Health  Visitors  and  one  school  nurse-  During  the  year  1050 
t6,2t6  home  visits  were  made  bv  the  Health  Visitors,  including 
after-care  visits.  This  figure  shows  a satisfactory  increase  of  2,000 
over  the  visits  for  1049,  and  a further  increase  may  be  anticipated 
now  that  Health  Visitors  are  all  usinor  theT  own  cars. 

Section  25 — Home  Nursing. 

The  four  district  nurses,  one  of  whom  had  part  of  her  work 
allotted  to  the  midwiferv  services  of  the  Division,  continued  at  the 
request  of  general  -nrartitioners  to  serve  people  in  the  Division 
needing  home  nursing,  and  the  following  are  the  statistics  relevant 
to  their  work  for  1950  : — 

New  Cases  in  1950  Visits  paid  in  1950 

812  23,51c 

Referred  to  hospital  70 

Deaths  loi  ' ' 

Section  26 — Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Service.  ' 

During  the  Autumn  of  1950  a three-months  suspenson  of  this 
service  took  place  owing  to  a mild  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis. 
vStatistics  are  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  Clinics  ...  72 

Vaccination. 

Under  i year 

1-14  years 

15  or  over 

Total 

287 

136 

35 

458 

Re-vacc,  — 

9 

109 

I18 

Re-vacc, 
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Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Under  5 years  5-14  years  Reinforcing  dosses  Total 

363  •••  13  •••  55  431 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. 

Under  i year  1-4  years  5-14  years  Total 

3 ...  127  ...  I ...  131 

The  Committee  will  be  interested  in  the  following  statistics 
for  the  Division  for  these  three  diseases,  viz  : — 


Smallpox  Uiplitheria 

1949  ...  Nil  6 confirmed 

(None  immunised) 

1950  ...  Nil  I confirmed 

(Not  immunised) 

According  to  records. 


Whooping  Cc/ugh 

99 

(None  immunised) 

155 

(8  immunised) 


Section  27 — Ambulance  Service. 

The  Bebington  Ambulance  Service  comprised  the  use  of  six 
ambulanees,  and  in  addition  one  sitting-case  car  from  November 
1950  onwards,  with  a personnel  of  twenty-one,  namely,  Supervisor, 
Mechanic,  ten  drivers  and  nine  .attendants.  The  sitting-case  car 
has  eliminated  the  need  for  the  continuance  of  the  Hospital  Car 
Fool  service,  as  I anticipated  in  my  last  Annual  Report  would  be 
the  case. 


The  following  is  the  record  of  work  carried  out  in  1950  : — 


(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

v4) 

(5) 

Total 

•Accidents 

- • 

No.  of  Total  No. 

patients 

and  Emergency 

Total 

vehicles 

of 

carried 

calls  included 

mileage 

journeys 

(calls) 

in  Col.  3 

A.  Directly  Provided  5 ambs. 

7,379 

12,411 

7S3 

'67.851 

Service 

I car 

35 

61 

I 

s66 

B.  Agency 

I amb. 

432 

432 

172 

2,842 

Service 

Lever  Bros*. 

C.  Supplementary 

2 

139 

139 

Nil 

2,710 

Service 

Hosp.  car  service 

TOTALS 

9 

7,9i^5 

13,043 

93b 

73,969 

The  Agency  Service  referred  to  in  Section  B is  the  ambulance 
provided  under  contract  with  the  Cheshire  County  Council  by 
Messrs.  Lever  Brothers,  which  ambulance  by  the  time  of  the  issue 
of  this  Report,  has  become  the  property  of  the  Council.  The  Sup- 
plementary Service  referred  to  in  Section  C was  provided  by  sitting- 
case  cars  of  the  Hospital  Voluntary  Car  Pool,  charged  for  at  jd-  a 
mile,  and  now  discontinued. 
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As  regards  long  distance  journeys,  during  the  year  35  patients 
from  Clatterbridge  Hospital  were  transferred  by  ambulance  to 
places  outside  the  County  as  far  distant  as  Harrogate,  Manchester 
and  Lincoln.  Arrangements  were  made  for  six  other  patients  to 
travel  by  ambulance,  train  , and  ambulance  to  Letchworth,  Harrow, 
Buxton,  Skegness,  Droitwich,  and  Ilkley.  In  this  latter  group 
railway  carriages  were  reserved  for  the  patients  and  their  attend- 
ants. 

Section  28 — Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After=Care, 

The  Sub-Committee  set  up  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  this 
section  of  the  work  has  dealt  mainly  with  T.B.  After-Care  in  addit- 
ion to  the  Care  of  the  Sick  and  Aged,  and  to  a lesser  degree  with 
the  After-Care  of  mental  cases,  these  mental  cases  being  under 
the  direct  charge  of  the  Authorised  Officer  for  Mental  After-Care. 

Tuberculosis  After=Care.  Out  of  a total  of  387  on  the  Bebing- 
ton  T.B.  Register  270  cases  (133  males,  137  females)  were  visited 
quarterly  by  Health  Visitors  and  reports  submitted  to  the  Sub- 
Committee.  The  total  of  387  cases  on  the  Register  will  be  noted  by 
the  Committee  in  comparison  with  the. number  of  270  cases  already 
visited,  ,a  difference  in  numbers  which  it  is  hoped  may  be  overtaken 
during  1951.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  the  need  of  cases  re- 
quiring re-housing.  At  the  time  of  the  issue  of  this  Rewrt  a total 
of  12  chalets  for  separate  sleeping  accommodation  have  been  pro- 
vided. Beds,  bedding  and  medical  equipment  and  comforts  were 
provided  where  necessary. 

The  number  of  new  cases  of  T.B.  notified  to  me  during  1950 
was  54  ; 23  males,  31  females. 

The  following  are  relevant  statistics  for  Bebington  for  19.50, 
and  I have  quoted  the  corresponding  figures  for  1949  for  compara- 
tive purposes  : 


T.B.  cases  under  treatment  per  1,000  pop.  : — 


1949 

1950 


8.0 

8.2 


New  T.B.  cases  per  1,000  pop 


1949 

1950 


1. 12 


1.14 


T B.  deaths  per  1,000  pop. 


1949 

1950 


o.’48'8' 

0.23 
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Sick,  and  Aged  Atter=Care.  As  regards  this  group,  no  cases 
were  referred  to  me  from  various  sources  ; 194  visits  were  made  by 
Health  Visitors  ; 54  items  of  Home  Nursing  equipment  were  loaned 
during  the  year,  and  Home  Helps  were  provided  in  86  cases. 

During  the  year  the  Department  was  instrumental  in  obtaining 
the  admission  of  five  children  and  three  aged  jDcople  into  County  or 
other  Homes,  and  four  cliildreu  and  five  adults  were  assisted  into 
Convalescent  Homes. 

Section  29 — Domestic  Help  Service. 

This  service  is  for  cases  needing  domestic  assistance,  and  it 
continued  to  provide  very  much  appreciated  help  in  maternity  cases, 
illness,  and  other  domestic  emergencies.  Assessments  for  payment 
are  made  on  the  scale  laid  down  by  the  Cheshire  County  Council, 
and  the  following  are  the  relevant  statistics  for  the  year  1950  : — 

Permanent  full-time  Home  Helps  employed  ...  2 

Temporaiw  Home  Helps  emplov^ed  as  required  5 


Total  number  of  hours  worked  11,300} 

To  Maternity  cases  43 

To  T.B.  cases  — 

To  Aged  persons  9 

To  others  (sick)  77 


129 

Cases  paying  full  cost  33 

„ ,,  reduced  cost  gi 

,,  free  of  cost  5 

School  M£dical  Service. 

In  regard  to  my  duties  as  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer,  I 
am  not  able  to  present  an  all-over  picture  of  the  School  Medical 
Services  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1950,  as  statistics  were  available 
only  for  the  latter  half  of  the  year.  In  future  Annual  Reports  it 
will  be  possible  for  full  particulars  for  the  _vear  under  review  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Committee,  but  the  following  statistics  relate  to 
the  period  July  to  December,  1950  : — 

Clinics  New  Cases  Total  Treatment 

.\ttendances 

Minor  Ailments  ...  113  ...  590  ...  As  required. 

Ophthalmic  ...  58  ...  324  ...  117  glasses  recomm’d. 

Dental  709  ...  1291  ...  903  teeth  extracted. 

641  teeth  filled- 
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Examined  Referred  for  Referred  for  Re- 
observation  treatment  ex. 

Periodic  inspections  ...  563  ...  146  ...  218  ...  — 

Special  inspections  ...  189  ...  38  ...  52  ...  157 

For  visual  acuity i8b  ...  — ...  — ...  — 

Number  of  parents  present  at  examinations  ...  548 

As  regards  the  “ physically  handicapped,”  only  eight  new 
cases  were  so  classified,  but  of  physical  defects  discovered  the  fol- 
lowing figures  of  selected  defects  and  cases  are  of  interest : — 


Head  infestation  

...  4 

cases 

Nose  and  throat  

...  88 

) ) 

Cefvical  glands  

...  23 

Dungs  . 

...  26 

)> 

Posture  

...  50 

Flat  foot  

...63 

yy 

Other  orthopaedic  defects 

...  19 

y y 

General  Condition. 

A. 

B 

c 

Age  Groups.  No.  ms'pecled 

(goovl) 

(iair; 

(poor) 

Entrants  274 

58  ... 

156 

. . . 

60 

Second  Age  Group  ...  i8'S 

48  ... 

92 

48 

Third  Age  Group  ...  101 

34 

55 

12 

563 

140 

303 

120 

The  figure  of  120  relating  to  children  of  “ poor  ” condition  will 
be  noted,  and  it  is  one  which  gives  me  some  anxiety,  ,as  I am  unable 
at  present  to  obtain  any  details  of  the  children  concerned.  It  is,  of 
course,  reassuring  that  the  number  of  cases  is  lessened  considerably 
in  the  third  age  group,  which  in  itself  is  a tribute  to  the  school 
medical  services,  but  nevertheless  I would  feel  happier  if  such  cases 
were  passed  to  my  Department  for  after-care  on  leaving  school. 

In  conclusion,  I consider  that  over  all  the  figures  and  informa- 
tion provided  in  this  Report  show  that  the  population  of  Bebington 
enjoys  health  above  the  average  for  populations  of  its  size  and  geo- 
graphical deescription.  I think  that  to  achieve  a more  satisfactory 
state  of  general  good  health  is  not  so  much  a matter  of  additional 
facilities  to  be  extended  by  my  Department  as  the  provision  of 
other  elements,  such  as  cheaper  and  more  plentiful  food  of  the  right 
type,  the  present  anticipated  housing  programme  to  be  trebled,  and 
the  weight  of  taxation  to  be  reduced  so  that  the  average  pleasures 
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of  life  may  be  enjoyed  by  all.  Further,  one  of  the  general  deter- 
rents to-day  to  a mass  improvement  in  health  is  the  unnatural 
tension  .at  which  the  population  as  a whole  has  to  live,  which,  in  my 
opinion,  is  borne  out  by  my  Public  Health  death  statistics. 

In  my  last  Report  I concluded  by  saying  that  the  Divisional 
work  was  largely  new  and  experimental.  In  this,  my  second  Report 
to  the  Divisional  Health  Committee,  1 would  say  that  we  have 
broken  considerabl}^  more  ground,  but  even  yet  and  for  years  to 
come  there  will  be  much  spade  work  to  be  done,  and  the  next  ground 
to  be  turned  over  involves  the  provision  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  for 
the  prevention  of  Tuberculosis.  At  this  stage  1 would  like  to 
inform  the  Committee  that  my  personal  views  on  boarding-out  and 
a mass  vaccination  will  be  the  modus  operand!  adopted,  and,  in 
short,  I say  advisedly  I consider  that  such  mass  vaccination  will 
be  afforded  to  all  suitable  children  in  the  near  future,  whether  or 
not  segregation  can  be  provided  for  them.  The  Committee  will 
appreciate  from  this  statement  that  the  provision  of  hostels  for  this 
purpose  has  been  relegated  to  some  considerably  more  distant  date. 
Nevertheless,  where  a small  amount  of  institutional  .accommodation 
can  be  afforded,  full  use  will  be  made  of  it. 

The  work  undertaken  by  myself  .and  my  staff  to  cover  mv 
Divisional  work  will  never  become  routine,  particularly  as  the 
science  of  our  work  is  based  on  the  famly  and  its  frailties,  and 
every  family  sets  us  problems  from  different  angles.  The  work 
which  I and  my  Department  attempt  to  cover,  in  .as  far  as  it  can  be 
covered,  can  only  be  accomplished  by  good  team  work,  and  for  what 
has  been  done  during  this  last  year  I would  like  to  thank  all  my 
staff,  my  professional  colleagues,  and  my  respective  Chairmen  of 
Committees,  without  whose  whole-hearted  interest  my  work  could 
not  be  accomplished- 

I am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  O.  MACDONALD, 

Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

" Ply  m yard,” 

East  ham. 

15th  March,  1951. 
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